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Reason on a pedestal and attacked the Church. How-
ever, when the Hebertist campaign developed, when it
was found that the priests who had taken the oath were
no better off than those who had not, Robespierre put
the brake on the movement. Though a disciple of
Rousseau and an admirer of the Vicaire Savoyard, he
was undoubtedly sincere. If there was anything he
realized with especial clearness, it was the importance
to the State of an established religion, as fostering a race
of well-behaved and law-abiding citizens. The India
Company scandal, which broke out at this juncture and
showed up the extent to which parliamentary corruption
had gained ground, afforded him an opportunity of deal-
ing a simultaneous blow at the clndulgents' and the
'Enrages*, Danton and Hebert. Immediately after-
wards, Robespierre delivered a speech on the relation
between moral ideas and republican convictions. With-
out further ado, the Convention recognized the existence
of the Supreme Being and a great festival was held in
honour of the Father of the Universe. This marked the
zenith of Robespierre's career. Here we put our finger
on the complexity of his religious and political ideas.
We must not forget that this man, who was the Pro-
tagonist of the Terror, was nevertheless supported by the
Assembly's Right, and (though secretly) by the Catho-
lics. For the feeling had somehow got abroad that it was
Robespierre who was the man destined to bring back
social order. If he had lived, the Concordat would have
been signed by him and not by Bonaparte.
And so it was for the rest. A strong Communist move-
ment was represented in the Assembly by Jacques Roux.
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